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 Private (incognito) Mode explained 
 Internet searches are not private. 

 Save big bucks on printer ink and 

toner. 

 Consider buying a used computer. 

 A cable is a cable is a cable 

 Search better with images 

 Find the best price with a 

comparison shopping website 

 
 

INCOGNITO (PRIVATE) MODE  
IS NOT VERY PRIVATE? 

 

Incognito Mode, also called Private 

Mode, is a way to keep your browsing 

history hidden from other people using 

the computer you are browsing with - 

searches, visited pages, and cookies 

are hidden, but not much else.   

 

Essentially, incognito mode just keeps 

your browsing completely hidden 

from someone using your computer.  

It is quite likely, though, that your 

browsing is stored somewhere,  

 

 Bookmarks/favorites and  

downloads are still on your 

computer, so if you really want it 

to be private, don’t bookmark 

anything while in incognito mode.   

 

 Your internet service provider 

(ISP) is still tracking you, so your 

browsing isn’t hidden from a 

government investigation.  If you 

are illegally downloading files or 

visiting websites you don’t want 

anyone to know about, incognito 

mode doesn’t help keep your 

browsing private.  

 

 Websites and apps are not private, 

so whenever you log onto a 

website or app, they probably 

retain a record of your visit.  

Websites and apps that are in the 

information business, such as 

search engines (not just Google), 

and almost all social media. 

 

For example, your browser won’t 

know you’ve just spent five hours 

browsing a website, but the website 

will—and the next time you fire up the 

site you might see advertising relating 

to those previous searches. Keep this 

in mind if you share these accounts 

and online apps with others. 

 

Private mode can be handy, but the 

bottom line is that it really only keeps 

your browsing history hidden from 

other people who are using your 

computer.   

 

 

PRIVATE SEARCHING 
 

While on the subject of privacy, keep 

in mind that Google, Bing, and other 

search engines are in the information 

business, and the collection and sale of 

information is how they make gobs of 

money. 

 

Here are 2 search engines that respect 

your privacy and don’t share 

information: 

 

www.duckduckgo.com is the search 

engine you really want to use.  Go to 

www.donttrack.us  for a nice 

illustrated explanation. 

 

www.startpage.com does a google-

only search, but hides your info from 

google so that google only gets 

generic info. 

 

 
SAVE BIG BUCKS  

ON PRINTER INK & TONER 
 

King Gillette (yes – his first name was 

King) invented the disposable razor 

blade.  Realizing that he would make 

most of his money on the blades, for 

the first 5 years he gave his razors 

away.   

 

Following the Gillette model, printer 

manufacturers make most of their 

money on ink and toner, which is why 

you can buy a new name brand ink-jet 

printer for $79 or less. 

 

There is a big market for refilled ink 

and toner cartridges, which typically 

cost well under half that of OEM 

(original manufacturer) products. 

 

The lowest price for a set of 4 genuine 

HP color toner cartridges for my HP 

Color LaserJet - 1 for each color – or 

$355.  I usually buy a set of 4 

compatible aftermarket toners for 

$82, saving me $273 for the set. 

 

Ink cartridges are usually available for 

about a third the cost of OEM 

cartridges.  Costco is a good source 

for refilled cartridges for HP and some 

other major printer brands. 

 

Refilled cartridges are usually 

described as either compatible or 

remanufactured. 

 

The only downside to refilled 

cartridges is that they use a generic ink 

or toner.  Since OEM cartridges are 

tuned specifically for their printers, 

the colors may be slightly off, 

although the only time you would 

probably notice this is if you are 

printing a photograph, and often not 

even then. 

 

This brings up another money saving 

tip.  Have your photos professionally 

printed.  Costco, Snapfish, Walgreens 

and many other firms do professional 

quality printing, and they do it for less 

than printing a photograph yourself 

with higher quality.  Here is why: 

 

 Professional printers are 

expensive and usually use a 

process called “dye transfer” 

which produce higher quality 

photos. 

 

 If you add up the cost of ink to 

print a photo yourself, it will be 

the same or more than having the 

photo professionally printed, and 

if you use special photo paper in 

your printer the cost can double 

for each photo. 
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You don’t even have to take your 

photo files in to the store, as most 

photo printers have websites that you 

can use to upload your photo files. 

 

Since color printing is around 10x 

more than monochrome (non-color)  

printing, I further save money by 

having 2 printers – a monochrome 

laser for most everyday printing and a 

color laser for when I do need color.  

This is a double-saving because not 

only do I save money using mostly 

monochrome, but because I use laser 

printers, the cost per page is less than 

half that of ink printers.  It is amazing 

how little I really need to print in 

color. 

 
 

SAVE MONEY WITH A 
REFURBISHED COMPUTER 

 

You can save quite a bit of money by 

purchasing a refurbished or leased 

computer. 

 

A factory-refurbished computer is a 

computer that has been returned to the 

manufacturer because of a defect.  

There are a few classes of refurbished 

computers, depending on the reason it 

was returned to the manufacturer. 

 

 Scratch and dent computers 

were returned to the manufacturer 

because of cosmetic reasons.   

 Refurbished computers were 

returned to the factory, because of 

a malfunction. 

 

In both cases, the manufacturer does 

rigorous testing of the devices, 

replacing any parts that don’t pass the 

testing.  The computers are then sold, 

usually on the manufacturer’s outlet 

website, usually with a new computer 

warranty. 

 

Another good deal is to be had by 

getting leased computers that have 

been returned after the lease expires.  

As these computers have spent their 

lives in a work office, they are 

generally better cared for than used 

computers you would get on craigslist, 

eBay, etc.  These are usually good 

deals on basic workhorse computers. 

 

You can also get some good deals on 

used and/or refurbished computers on 

eBay, Amazon, etc  These are 

generally not refurbished by the 

factory, and can be a bit riskier to 

purchase.  If listed as refurbished, the 

refurbishing is done by the vendor. 

That said, I have bought a few used 

notebook computers from eBay and 

they have been quite reliable.   

 
 

CABLES  
DON’T FALL FOR THE HYPE 

 

You can get basic cables for a few 

bucks, or you can get gold-plated, 

super heavy-duty-looking cables for 

well over $20.  From all of the testing 

I have read, and my more limited 

personal experience, the Rodeo Drive 

cables don’t perform any better than 

the bargain basement cables.   

 

 

BETTER & FASTER 
SEARCH RESULTS 

WITH IMAGES 
 

Let’s say that you are using a search 

engine such as Bing or Google to try 

to find an item, such as a particular 

cooking spatula with a particular 

shape.  The search results can be very 

time consuming and you often just 

can’t find what you want after surfing 

through the different web pages in the 

results.  There is an easier way..  Next 

time you are searching for a specific 

part or item, try using the image 

option. 

 

In both Bing and Chrome, just below 

where you type in what you are 

looking for there is a line that reads 

All  Images  Videos…and more. 

 

If you click in Images the results are 

all photos, which you can scroll down 

until you find what you are looking 

for.  If you find what you are looking 

for, or something like it, you can click 

on the photo to see a larger photo and 

get a link to the website where the 

photo is posted. 

 

This can be an immense timesaver 

when searching for an item, although 

if you are searching for information, 

images probably won’t be useful. 

 

Oh, you should notice that the bar 

with Images also has other options.  If 

you are searching for a particular 

video, maps, or news information, you 

can click on Videos or Maps or News 

on the top bar to improve the quality 

of the search results. 

 

 

FASTER ONLINE SHOPPING 
 

If you are searching for the best price 

on an item, try using a comparison 

shopping engine which will display 

prices of an item from (often) many 

different online vendors. 

 

Some of the more popular comparison 

websites are 

 

www.nextag.com  

 

www.PriceGrabber.com 

 

www.Shopzilla.com 

 

www.become.com 

 

Next time you are looking for the best 

price on something, try one of these 

websites. 

 

It is important to note that the pricing 

information may not have been 

updated within the past few hours or 

longer.  This means that sometimes, 

when you go to the website you will 

see a price different from the 

comparison site.  Also, the price may 

be for one size or color of an item and 

if there are several sizes and/or colors 

available the price of each may differ.  

Nevertheless, these comparison 

shopping websites are often a good 

first place to look for prices. 

 

 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 

need professional computer support or tutoring.  

If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 

via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 

distribution list 
 

Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 

information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 

and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 

cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 

may be encountered as a consequence of the 

recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 

set to On. 
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